HOMES    AND    TEMPLES                             369
known as Kenjanfu) in the I3th century, about 100 years before the
present walls were built. Sian is of great historical interest and contains
a number of magnificent buildings in the Chinese style.
ONCE   CAPITAL   OF   THE   MONGOL   EMPIRE
Only thirty-five miles separate Peiping (Peking) from the nearest
point of the Great Wall, and the lay-out of that city is a further striking
illustration of the Chinese fondness for walls. Peiping consists of two
main cities: the northern or Tartar City, and the southern or Chinese
City. The former, quadrangular in shape, has walls fifteen miles long;
the latter is oblong and has fourteen miles of walls.
Enclosed by the walls of the Tartar City, and having the same shape,
is the Imperial City, with red-plastered walls six and a half miles
long. Within the Imperial City is the Forbidden City, or, as it is
sometimes called, the Purple City, from the colour of its two-and-a-
quarter-mile-long walls. The Tartar City contains a number of the
most famous Chinese buildings, including the temple of Confucius,
the Lama Temple and the Hall of Classics.
Peiping has, in characteristic Chinese fashion, managed to retain
much of the architectural grandeur conferred on it by Kublai Khan.
After making it, in 1267, the capital of a mighty Mongol Empire whose
western and eastern frontiers were Europe and the Pacific, he rebuilt
it in a style at once sublime, fantastic and unique. It was no upstart
city, for even when it became the capital of the Great Khan it could
trace its history back for no fewer than 2,400 years.
CITIES HIDDEN IN JUNGLES
HIDDEN away in Central American jungles are the remains of ancient
stone and concrete cities, some of which were built between A.P. 300
and 500 by a number of Indian tribes which are known under the
collective description Mayas, a term signifying a unity of language
but not of race. The Mayas had attained a high level of culture by
about A.D, 200, but their civilization began to decline about A.D. 900, and
was practically extinct by the time die Spaniards arrived in the i6th
century.
BUILT  WITH   STONE   TOOLS
The Mayas displayed an extraordinary skill in architecture and
sculpture, despite that the only tools at their disposal were of stone*
They knew nothing of iron and its uses, nor of the principle of the
wheel, which means that they must have devoted an incredible amount
of labour to quarrying, carving and transporting their building materials*
Roger Fry, the painter and art critic, is of the opinion that the Mayas
". . . working only with Stone Age tools, have left us more master-
pieces of pure sculpture than the whole of Mesopotamia^ or than the
majority of modern European civilizations/*